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Introduction
Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. As the Word of God, he is the expressed nature of God
to humankind. Thus we have much to learn from his teaching. While on earth he interacted with
people seeking to show them how different and much richer true life in his kingdom is like compared
to the facade this world presents. As he shed light on a path of life for people dying in darkness he
beckoned them to follow it. Speaking of himself and the lost souls he came to gather and guide, Jesus
said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep…the sheep listen
to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his
own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice” (John 10:11,
3-4 NIV). After dying on a cross to save humanity and rising from the dead, Jesus ascended to
heaven. He will return soon as a conquering king who will put an end to evil, banish unbelievers, and
receive believers to reign with him for eternity.
Jesus calls to everyone to be with him, to be like him, and to do what he does. Anyone can be
saved. While on earth he proclaimed to crowds of all types of people. He taught those who listened
and he trained those who responded. Even his closest band of followers were broken people before he
called and restored them. They comprised common fishermen, a despised tax collector, a political
zealot, a religious persecutor, a thief, even a woman who was demon possessed. Heaven will be filled
with people from every nation, tribe, people, and language who were headed to hell until they
hearkened his herald from heaven. It doesn’t matter who you are or what you have done. Come as you
are and let Jesus change you to become all you can be for your highest and his glory.
Jesus reached out to the lost, the least, and the lonely just like you and me, but his calling is
not a one time event from long ago. He continues to call today through his Holy Spirit. Graciously
and lovingly he summons many times and in numerous ways to save people from self-destruction in
order to grow in a healthy, vivacious relationship with God. This reformation requires sacrifice and
significant change. By his kingdom authority Jesus exhorts and helps people in the battle to leave, to
let go, to deny, and to die to their old life. As you carry out these callings by faith you claim the
victorious freedom Jesus has won for you over enslavement to sin, Satan, and self. Your savior has
come. As you respond to his call he embraces you, liberates you, restores you, and gives you his
everlasting life.
This book is for unbelievers and believers who want to hear from Jesus. It focuses on personal
invitations Jesus gives to people drawing them out of their world to be with him and learn from him
in his kingdom. To get the most out of studying this book I suggest the following approach:

Recommended Approach
• Take one invitation at a time. Perhaps one per day.
• Meditate on how Jesus is calling you. Pray for wisdom.
• Observe the scriptural context of the invitation. Read in the Bible what comes before and after his
call. Pay attention to the circumstances of the situation.
• Ask what does this mean and how should I respond?
• Journal your responses, as well as, insights, challenges, prayers, and further questions you have.
• Share what you are learning with at least one other person.
Also keep in mind that although Jesus’ call is relevant and practical you won’t be able to
accomplish it alone. He doesn’t expect you to improve yourself through your own discipline or
strength. He knows you can’t. You will never measure up to his kingly standard. That’s why whatever
he asks of people he enables them to do. As God who became a man, Jesus knows what it is like to
live in this world. He understands the joys and triumphs, as well as, the challenges and trials. “For we
do not have a high priest who can't be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but one who has
been in all points tempted like we are, yet without sin” (Heb 4:15). Jesus is not a distant officer issuing
orders. He is a commander on the frontline leading you to victory. Rely on his might, defer to his
direction, and follow as he fights for you.
Jesus’s life is one of loving, joyful service to his Father expressed through the Holy Spirit so
that all of creation may know and glorify God. He calls you to this same servant life by remaining in
him and bearing fruit to the glory of his Father. “If anyone serves me, let him follow me. Where I am,
there will my servant also be. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him” (John 12:26). Out of
gratitude and love may you run to Jesus’ outstretched arms at his calling so you can be with him,
become like him, and help carry out his magnificent mission of reconciling others.
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Format
This brief work is comprised of direct invitations from Jesus as found in the Bible in the books
of Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, and Revelation. He invites you the same way today. The goal in
writing this is to give the reader a focused spotlight on Jesus’ summons. The disadvantage is that one
can miss the rich, detailed, explanatory context of the situations and people Jesus engages. To get the
most from this study I encourage you read a passage from this book along with what leads up to it
and what follows it in the Bible. Reading the biblical context will aid in understanding what Jesus is
calling you to.
Jesus’ invitations are grouped topically and listed roughly in order of his call to be with him,
to be like him, and to do what he does. Some passages have parallel references because the same
situation is documented by different authors in different books of the Bible. Included with each call is
an illustration and a complementary verse or verses to accent Jesus’ invitation.
Unless noted otherwise all the Scripture quotations are from the World English Bible which is
a public domain Modern English translation of the Holy Bible, based on the American Standard
Version of the Holy Bible first published in 1901.
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To Be with Jesus

To Be with

Jesus

Matthew 11:28-30

6

The Call of Jesus

Lay Down Your Burden

“All things have been delivered to me by my Father.
No one knows the Son, except the Father; neither
does anyone know the Father, except the Son, and
he to whom the Son desires to reveal him. Come to
me all you who are heavily burdened, and I will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me,
for I am gentle and lowly in heart; and you will find
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light” (Matt 11:27-30).
✦

“My soul rests in God alone. My salvation is from him. He alone is
my rock and my salvation, my fortress—I will never be greatly
shaken” (Ps 62:1-2).

• Do you want to know
God? Why?
• Do you acknowledge
Jesus’ divine nature,
unique role, and
almighty authority?
• What are your burdens?
• How are you worn out?
• Why struggle when you
can rest?
• Will you come to Jesus?

To Be with Jesus
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Luke 14:11

Accept God’s Invitation
“A certain man made a great supper, and he invited
many people. He sent out his servant at supper time
to tell those who were invited, ‘Come, for everything
is ready now.’ They all as one began to make
excuses.
“The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field,
and I must go and see it. Please have me excused.’
“Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen,
and I must go try them out. Please have me excused.’
“Another said, ‘I have married a wife, and
therefore I can’t come.’
“That servant came, and told his lord these
things. Then the master of the house, being angry,
said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets
and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor, maimed,
blind, and lame.’
“The servant said, ‘Lord, it is done as you
commanded, and there is still room.’
“The lord said to the servant, ‘Go out into the
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in,
that my house may be filled. For I tell you that none
of those men who were invited will taste of my
supper’” (Luke 14:16-24 | Matt 22:1-14).
• What excuses do you

✦

make for rejecting or

“Seek Yahweh [God the LORD] while he may be found. Call on him
while he is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous
man his thoughts. Let him return to Yahweh, and he will have
mercy on him; and to our God, for he will freely pardon”
(Isa 55:6-7).

ignoring God?
• What is more important
to you than God?
• Will you accept God’s
free, gracious, unearned
invitation?

To Be with Jesus

9

Luke 13:5

Turn from Your Way

“The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at
hand! Repent, and believe in the Good News”
• What is the Good News

(Mark 1:15 | Matt 4:17).

(also known as the
✦

Gospel)?

“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey
the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on
him” (John 3:36 ESV).

• To repent is to change
your thinking which
then results in a change
of actions. In what ways
do you need a fresh
perspective in order to
draw closer to God?
• Is there anything good or
bad that you need to
turn away from in order
to better serve God and
others?
• What will you do with
the Good News? Now is
the time to decide.

To Be with Jesus
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Matthew 18:1-4

Become Like a Child
Jesus called a little child to himself, and set him in
their midst, and said, “Most certainly I tell you, unless
you turn, and become as little children, you will in no
way enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. Whoever
therefore humbles himself as this little child, the
same is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.
Whoever receives one such little child in my name
receives me” (Matt 18:1-5).
“Allow the little children to come to me! Don’t forbid
them, for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as
these. Most certainly I tell you, whoever will not
receive the Kingdom of God like a little child, he will
in no way enter into it.” He took them in his arms,
and blessed them, laying his hands on them”
(Mark 10:13-16 | Luke 18:16-17).

✦

• How do you view God?

“The everlasting God, Yahweh, the Creator of the ends of the earth,
doesn’t faint. He isn’t weary. His understanding is unsearchable. He
gives power to the weak. He increases the strength of him who has
no might. Even the youths faint and get weary, and the young men
utterly fall; But those who wait for Yahweh will renew their
strength. They will mount up with wings like eagles. They will run,
and not be weary. They will walk, and not faint.” (Isa 20:28-31).

• What does it mean to
have childlike faith?
• Why is this vital?
• How must you change to
live with God as your

“You [LORD] have held my right hand. You will guide me with your
counsel, and afterward receive me to glory. Whom do I have in
heaven?There is no one on earth whom I desire besides you. My
flesh and my heart fails, but God is the strength of my heart and my
portion forever” (Ps 73:23-26).

loving Father and you as
his trusting child?
• In what ways can you
welcome, serve, invest
in, and bless children?

To Be with Jesus
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John 3:14-21

Enter through the Door
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16).
“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes
in me will still live, even if he dies. Whoever lives
and believes in me will never die” (John 11:25-26).
“Whoever believes in me, believes not in me, but in
him who sent me. He who sees me sees him who
sent me. I have come as a light into the world, that
whoever believes in me may not remain in the
darkness” (John 12:44-46).
They [the multitudes] said therefore to him, “What
must we do, that we may work the works of God?”
Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God,
that you believe in him whom he has sent…This is
the will of the one who sent me, that everyone who
sees the Son, and believes in him, should have
eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last
day” (John 6:29, 40).
• What can be bad about

✦

good works?

“Without faith it is impossible to be well pleasing to him [God], for
he who comes to God must believe that he exists, and that he is a
rewarder of those who seek him.” (Heb 11:6).

• What happens to people
who believe in Jesus and
those who don’t believe

“God gave to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has
the Son has the life. He who doesn’t have God’s Son doesn’t have the
life.These things I have written to you who believe in the name of
the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and
that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of
God” (1John 5:11-13).

in Jesus?
• Does your belief in Jesus
extend beyond mental
ascent to impact your
heart’s values and your
daily actions?

To Be with Jesus
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John 14:6

Receive Jesus

“Most certainly, I tell you, I am the sheep’s door. All
who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the
sheep didn’t listen to them. I am the door. If anyone
enters in by me, he will be saved, and will go in and
go out, and will find pasture. The thief only comes to
steal, kill, and destroy. I came that they may have life,
and may have it abundantly. I am the good shepherd.
The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who
doesn’t own the sheep, sees the wolf coming, leaves
the sheep, and flees. The wolf snatches the sheep,
and scatters them. The hired hand flees because he is
a hired hand, and doesn’t care for the sheep”
(John 10:7-18).

“Enter in by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and
broad is the way that leads to destruction, and many
are those who enter in by it. How narrow is the gate,
and restricted is the way that leads to life! Few are
those who find it” (Matt 7:13-14 | Luke 13:24).

• What are some ways
people try to get to
heaven?

✦

“I [Jesus] am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father, except through me” (John 14:6).

• How does Satan work to
keep you from true life?
• How can you experience
the abundant life Jesus
offers?

To Be with Jesus
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John 1:12-13

Drink the Water of Life
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone
hears my voice and opens the door, then I will come
in to him, and will dine with him, and he with me”
(Rev 3:20).

“Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in
me; or else believe me for the very works’ sake. Most
certainly I tell you, he who believes in me, the works
that I do, he will do also; and he will do greater works
than these, because I am going to my Father”
(John 14:11-12).

“Everyone therefore who confesses me before men,
him I will also confess before my Father who is in
heaven. But whoever denies me before men, him I
will also deny before my Father who is in heaven”
(Mark 10:32-33).

✦

“If you will confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For
with the heart, one believes unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation. For the Scripture says, ‘Whoever
believes in him will not be disappointed.’ For there is no distinction
between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, and is rich
to all who call on him. For, ‘Whoever will call on the name of the
Lord will be saved’” (Rom 10:9-13).
“But as many as received him [Jesus], to them he gave the right to
become God’s children, to those who believe in his name: who were
born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God” (John 1:12-13).

To Be with Jesus
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• PIcture your life as a
home. Is Jesus welcome
in every room, closet,
and corner?
• Are you hesitant,
embarrassed, fearful, or
ashamed to receive
Jesus?
• What questions do you
have about trusting Jesus
as your savior?

John 4:13-14

Eat the Bread of Life

“If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink! He
who believes in me, as the Scripture has said, from
within him will flow rivers of living water” (John 7:37).
“Jesus answered her [a Samaritan woman at a well],
“Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again,
but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him
will never thirst again; but the water that I will give
him will become in him a well of water springing up
to eternal life” (John 4:13-14).
“I will give freely to him who is thirsty from the spring
of the water of life. He who overcomes, I will give him
these things. I will be his God, and he will be my
son” (Rev 21:6-7).
✦

• What do you thirst for?

“As the deer pants for the water brooks, so my soul pants after you,
God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come
and appear before God?” (Ps 42:1-2).

• What kind of water does
Jesus offer?
• Does Jesus’ living water
flow through you to
others? If not, why not?

To Be with Jesus
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John 6

Believe in Jesus
“Don’t work for the food which perishes, but for the
food which remains to eternal life, which the Son of
Man will give to you” (John 6:27).
“I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will not
be hungry, and he who believes in me will never be
thirsty” (John 6:35).
“I tell you, he who believes in me has eternal life. I am
the bread of life. Your fathers ate the manna in the
wilderness, and they died. This is the bread which
comes down out of heaven, that anyone may eat of it
and not die. I am the living bread which came down
out of heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live
forever” (John 6:47-51).
“Most certainly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of
the Son of Man and drink his blood, you don’t have
life in yourselves. He who eats my flesh and drinks
my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at
the last day” (John 6:53-54).

• In what ways are you
hungry?
• Do you labor after things
which don’t really matter

✦

and don’t last?

“But we have this treasure [the light of the Gospel] in clay vessels,
that the exceeding greatness of the power may be of God, and not
from ourselves. We are pressed on every side, yet not crushed;
perplexed, yet not to despair; pursued, yet not forsaken; struck
down, yet not destroyed; always carrying in the body the putting to
death of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in
our body. For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus’
sake, that the life also of Jesus may be revealed in our mortal
flesh” (2Cor 4:7-11).

• What does Jesus mean
when he says to eat his
flesh and drink his
blood?
• How do you need to
depend more on God so
his life giving power
works in and through
you?

To Be with Jesus
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To Be Like Jesus

To Be Like

Jesus

Proverbs 2

Be Teachable

“A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone
when he is fully trained will be like his teacher”
(Luke 6:40).

✦

“Blessed is the man who doesn’t walk in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stand on the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers; but
his delight is in Yahweh’s law. On his law he meditates day and
night.
He will be like a tree planted by the streams of water, that
produces its fruit in its season, whose leaf also does not wither.
Whatever he does shall prosper.
The wicked are not so, but are like the chaff which the wind
drives away. Therefore the wicked shall not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. For Yahweh knows
the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall perish”
(Ps 1:1-6).

• Are you faithful,
available, and
teachable?
• What has God been
teaching you recently
from his word, other
people, or your
circumstances?
• What do you struggle to
learn from God?
• Can others see God at
work in you?

To Be Like Jesus
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John 4:24

“God is spirit, and those who worship him must
4:24).
worship in spirit and
truth” (Johnin
Worship
Spirit and Truth
“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn,
for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the gentle,
for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after
righteousness,
for they shall be filled.
Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall obtain mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called children of God.
Blessed are those who have been persecuted for
righteousness’ sake,
for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.
Blessed are you when people reproach you,
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you
falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceedingly
glad, for great is your reward in heaven. For that is
how they persecuted the prophets who were before
you” (Matt 5:3-12).
• Do you love God with
all your heart, soul,

✦

mind, and strength?

“Ascribe to Yahweh, you sons of the mighty, ascribe to Yahweh
glory and strength. Ascribe to Yahweh the glory due to his name.
Worship Yahweh in holy array” (Ps 29:1-2).

• Do you find your
greatest pleasure in
pleasing God?

“Therefore I urge you, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is
your spiritual service. Don’t be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove
what is the good, well-pleasing, and perfect will of God”
(Rom 12:1-2).

To Be Like Jesus

• Are you able to spend
time each day with God?
• How can you share your
blessings with others?
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1 John 1:5-7

Walk in the Light

“I am the light of the world. He who follows me will
not walk in the darkness, but will have the light of
life” (John 8:12).
“Walk while you have the light, that darkness
doesn’t overtake you. He who walks in the darkness
doesn’t know where he is going. While you have the
light, believe in the light, that you may become
children of light” (John 12:35-36).
“You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt has lost
its flavor, with what will it be salted? It is then good
for nothing, but to be cast out and trodden under the
feet of men. You are the light of the world. A city
located on a hill can’t be hidden. Neither do you light
a lamp, and put it under a measuring basket, but on
a stand; and it shines to all who are in the house.
Even so, let your light shine before men; that they
may see your good works, and glorify your Father
who is in heaven” (Matt 5:13-16).

• Is there any darkness
which you continue to
walk in?
• What do your words and
actions declare about
God and your
relationship with him?
• Do people in a dark and

✦

decaying world

“This is the message which we have heard from him and announce
to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say
that we have fellowship with him and walk in the darkness, we lie,
and don’t tell the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.” (1John 1:5-7).

experience grace and
truth lived out in love
when they are around
you?
• Through Jesus how can
you season stronger,
preserve better, and
shine brighter?

To Be Like Jesus

31

James 5:16

Pray
He [Jesus] also spoke a parable
to them [his
disciples] that they must always pray, and not give
up, saying, “There was a judge in a certain city who
didn’t fear God, and didn’t respect man. A widow
was in that city, and she often came to him, saying,
‘Defend me from my adversary!’ He wouldn’t for a
while, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I
neither fear God, nor respect man, yet because this
widow bothers me, I will defend her, or else she will
wear me out by her continual coming.’”
The Lord said, “Listen to what the unrighteous
judge says. Won’t God avenge his chosen ones, who
are crying out to him day and night, and yet he
exercises patience with them? I tell you that he will
avenge them quickly. Nevertheless, when the Son of
Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”
(Luke 18:1-8).

“Pray like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, may your
name be kept holy. Let your Kingdom come. Let
your will be done, as in heaven, so on earth. Give us
today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as we
also forgive our debtors. Bring us not into
temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For
yours is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory
forever. Amen’” (Matt 6:9-13).

• Have you experienced
the power and blessing
of fervent prayer?
• Do you pray with
adoration, confession,
thanksgiving, and
supplication?

✦

• Do you pray from a

“The insistent prayer of a righteous person is powerfully effective”
(Jas 5:16).

study of scripture?
• Do you pray with a
repentant and listening

“Rejoice in the Lord always! Again I will say, ‘Rejoice!’ Let your
gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. In nothing be
anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.” (Phil 4:4-7).

To Be Like Jesus

heart?
• Who should you
intercede for in prayer
this week?
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John 10:27

Listen and Obey

“I am the good shepherd. I know my own, and I’m
known by my own; even as the Father knows me,
and I know the Father. I lay down my life for the
sheep…My sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me. I give eternal life to them”
(John 10:14-15, 27-28).

“For this reason I have been born, and for this
reason I have come into the world, that I should
testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth
listens to my voice” (John 18:37).
“One who has my commandments, and keeps them,
that person is one who loves me. One who loves me
will be loved by my Father, and I will love him, and
will reveal myself to him” (John 14:21).
“If you remain in my word, then you are truly my
disciples. You will know the truth, and the truth will
make you free” (John 8:30).
✦

“This is how we know that we know him: if we keep his commandments. One who says, “I know him,” and doesn’t keep his
commandments, is a liar, and the truth isn’t in him. But whoever
keeps his word, God’s love has most certainly been perfected in
him. This is how we know that we are in him: he who says he
remains in him ought himself also to walk just like he
walked.” (1John 2:3-6).

• How do you listen to
Jesus’ voice?
• Are you just a hearer of
God’s word or a doer?
• In what ways has God’s
word set you free?
• Have you shared God’s
truth with someone
recently?

To Be Like Jesus
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Luk e

9:23

-25

Deny Yourself

“Whoever wants to come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For
whoever wants to save his life will lose it; and
whoever will lose his life for my sake and the sake
of the Good News will save it. For what does it profit
a man, to gain the whole world, and forfeit his life?
For what will a man give in exchange for his life?
For whoever will be ashamed of me and of my
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the
Son of Man also will be ashamed of him, when he
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels” (Mark 8:31-37 | Matt 16:21-26 | Luke 9:23-25).
“Most certainly I tell you, unless a grain of wheat
falls into the earth and dies, it remains by itself
alone. But if it dies, it bears much fruit. He who
loves his life will lose it. He who hates his life in this
world will keep it to eternal life” (John 12:24-25).
✦

“I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I that live,
but Christ living in me. That life which I now live in the flesh, I live
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for
me.” (Gal 2:20).

• What do you live for?
• What does it mean to
deny yourself? To take
up your cross?

“…nor do I hold my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race
with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to
fully testify to the Good News of the grace of God (Acts 20:24).

• How do you sacrifice for
the benefit of others?
• In Christ does your life
bear fruit?
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Matthew 6:9-15

Forgive

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, how often
shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?
Until seven times?”
Jesus said to him, “I don’t tell you until seven
times, but, until seventy times seven” (Matt 18:15-35).
“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you
don’t forgive men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses” (Matt 6:14-15).

• Forgiveness is essential.
It doesn’t mean

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain
mercy” (Matt 5:7).

condoning or forgetting.
It doesn’t even require

✦

the other person to be

“Hear, Yahweh, and answer me, for I am poor and needy. Preserve
my soul, for I am godly. You, my God, save your servant who trusts
in you. Be merciful to me, Lord, for I call to you all day long. Bring
joy to the soul of your servant, for to you, Lord, do I lift up my soul.
For you, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive; abundant in loving
kindness to all those who call on you. Hear, Yahweh, my prayer.
Listen to the voice of my petitions. In the day of my trouble I will
call on you, for you will answer me” (Ps 86:1-7).

sorry, although that
helps. It means by God’s
grace to no longer blame
someone or hold their
offense against them.
When you forgive it
opens the door to God
healing you and in some
cases bringing
reconciliation too.
• As God has forgiven you,
will you let him help
you forgive others?
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1 Corinthians 13

Love One Another
“One of them [the Pharisees], a lawyer, asked him a
question, testing him. “Teacher, which is the
greatest commandment in the law?”
Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind.’ This is the first and great
commandment. A second likewise is this, ‘You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.‘ The whole law and
the prophets depend on these two commandments” (Matt 22:35-40 | Mark 12:28-34).
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love
one another. Just as I have loved you, you also love
one another. By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one
another” (John 13:34-35).
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you,
love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do
good to those who hate you, and pray for those who
mistreat you and persecute you, that you may be
children of your Father who is in heaven” (Matt 5:43-45).

• Read the parable of the
Good Samaritan in
Luke 10:25-37. Who is
your neighbor?
• How would you describe

✦

Jesus’ love for you?

“Love is patient and is kind; love doesn’t envy. Love doesn’t brag, is
not proud, doesn’t behave itself inappropriately, doesn’t seek its
own way, is not provoked, takes no account of evil; doesn’t rejoice
in unright-eousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never
fails” (1Cor 13:4-8).

• What is one way God
could help you love
others better including
an “enemy” or an
outcast?
• Who is one person God
could help you love
more?
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Philippians 2:1-4

Pursue Unity

Jesus praying to his Father for his followers:

“As you sent me into the world, even so I have sent
them into the world. For their sakes I sanctify
myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified
in truth…
“The glory which you have given me, I have
given to them; that they may be one, even as we are
one; I in them, and you in me, that they may be
perfected into one; that the world may know that
you sent me, and loved them, even as you loved
me…
“I made known to them your name, and will
make it known; that the love with which you loved
me may be in them, and I in them”

• Are you at odds with
anyone?

(John 17:18-19, 22-23, 26).

• What would it take to
initiate peace, unity, or

✦

reconciliation?

“Put on therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, a heart
of compassion, kindness, lowliness, humility, and perseverance;
bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, if any man has
a complaint against any; even as Christ forgave you, so you also
do.
Above all these things, walk in love, which is the bond of
perfection. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which
also you were called in one body; and be thankful. Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly; in all wisdom teaching and
admonishing one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your heart to the Lord” (Col 3:12-16).

• Are you committed to a
body of believers? Do
you worship and work
with them as a team to
live and proclaim the
Gospel for the glory of
God?
• How can you foster
community, support, and
encouragement at home,
school, work, and
church?
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Philippians 2:5-11

Serve All

“You know that the rulers of the nations lord it over
them, and their great ones exercise authority over
them. It shall not be so among you, but whoever
desires to become great among you shall be your
servant. Whoever desires to be first among you shall
be your bondservant, even as the Son of Man came
not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as
a ransom for many” (Matt 20:25-28 | Mark 10:42-45).

• Do you seek to serve or
be served?

“You call me, ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord.’ You say so
correctly, for so I am. If I then, the Lord and the
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to
wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an
example, that you also should do as I have done to
you. Most certainly I tell you, a servant is not greater
than his lord, neither one who is sent greater than
he who sent him. If you know these things, blessed
are you if you do them” (John 13:13-17).

• Do your actions exalt
yourself or exalt God?
• What barriers keep you
from serving?
• Do you believe Jesus can
take the little you offer
and make something
great of it? (Read

“But he who is greatest among you will be your
servant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled,
and whoever humbles himself will be exalted”

Matt 14:13-36).
• What can you learn and
how do you think you

(Matt 23:11-12).

will be blessed by
serving?

✦

• How can you ensure

“As you would like people to do to you, do exactly so to them”
(Luke 6:31).

your service is through
Christ and tied to the
Gospel so you don’t
burn out?
• What impact can daily
laying down your life
have on others?
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To Do What Jesus Does

To Do What

Jesus
Does

Matthew 6:33

God’s
Kingdom
“Don’t seek what you Seek
will eat or
what you
will drink;
neither be anxious. For the nations of the world
seek after all of these things, but your Father knows
that you need these things. But seek God’s Kingdom,
and all these things will be added to you. Don’t be
afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the Kingdom”
(Luke 12:29-32 | Matt 6:31-34).

Jesus said to them [his disciples], “My food is to do
the will of him who sent me, and to accomplish his
work. Don’t you say, ‘There are yet four months until
the harvest?’ Behold, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and
look at the fields, that they are white for harvest
already” (John 4:34-35).
“Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust consume, and where thieves
don’t break through and steal; for where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt 6:20-21).
“Ask, and it will be given you. Seek, and you will
find. Knock, and it will be opened for you. For
everyone who asks receives. He who seeks finds. To
him who knocks it will be opened”
(Matt 7:7-8 | Luke 11:9-10).

✦

• Are you anxious about

“The God who made the world and all things in it, he, being Lord
of heaven and earth, doesn’t dwell in temples made with hands,
neither is he served by men’s hands, as though he needed anything,
seeing he himself gives to all life and breath, and all things. He
made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the
surface of the earth, having determined appointed seasons, and the
boundaries of their dwellings, that they should seek the Lord, if
perhaps they might reach out for him and find him, though he is
not far from each one of us” (Acts 17:24-27).
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anything?
• What do you value?
• What is God’s work in
which he wants you
involved?
• How do you lay up
treasure in heaven?
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J ohn 12

:26

Follow Jesus

“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men”
(Matt 4:19 | Mark 1:17 ESV).

“If anyone comes to me, and doesn’t disregard his
own father, mother, wife, children, brothers, and
sisters, yes, and his own life also, he can’t be my
disciple. Whoever doesn’t bear his own cross, and
come after me, can’t be my disciple”
(Luke 14:25-35 | Matt 10:37-39).

“If anyone serves me, let him follow me. Where I
am, there will my servant also be. If anyone serves
me, the Father will honor him” (John 12:26).
✦

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the
Kingdom of Heaven; but he who does the will of my Father who is
in heaven. Many will tell me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we
prophesy in your name, in your name cast out demons, and in
your name do many mighty works?’ Then I will tell them, ‘I never
knew you. Depart from me, you who work iniquity’”
(Matt 7:21-23).

• Would you rather be
working and sacrificing
alongside Jesus or doing
something else?
• What do you find
difficult in following
Jesus?
• Do others recognize you
as a genuine follower of
Jesus?
• What is God’s will?
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John 15

Remain in Jesus

“Remain in me, and I in you. As the branch can’t
bear fruit by itself, unless it remains in the vine, so
neither can you, unless you remain in me. I am the
vine. You are the branches. He who remains in me,
and I in him, the same bears much fruit, for apart
from me you can do nothing. If a man doesn’t
remain in me, he is thrown out as a branch, and is
withered; and they gather them, throw them into the
fire, and they are burned. If you remain in me, and
my words remain in you, you will ask whatever you
desire, and it will be done for you. In this is my
Father glorified, that you bear much fruit; and so you
will be my disciples” (John 15:4-8).
“If you remain in my word, then you are truly my
disciples. You will know the truth, and the truth will
make you free” (John 8:31-32).
• Are you tired of trying to

“As the living Father sent me, and I live because of
the Father; so he who feeds on me, he will also live
because of me” (John 6:57).

do things in your own
strength?
• Do you regulary study,
memorize, and meditate

✦

“Now, little children, remain in him [Jesus], that when he appears,
we may have boldness, and not be ashamed before him at his
coming” (1John 2:28).

on God’s word?
• What are the benefits of
abiding in Christ?
• What kind of fruit do you
bear?
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Matthew 28:18-20

Go Make Disciples

“You didn’t choose me, but I chose you, and
appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit,
and that your fruit should remain; that whatever you
will ask of the Father in my name, he may give it to
you” (John 15:16).
Jesus therefore said to them again, “Peace be to you.
As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.”
When he had said this, he breathed on them, and
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit!” (John 20:21-22).
“All authority has been given to me in heaven and
on earth. Go, and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all things that I commanded you. Behold, I am with
you always, even to the end of the age” (Matt 28:18-20).

• Do you realize you are
special, you are loved,
and you are chosen?
• Who is the Holy Spirit?

“Behold, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and look at the
fields, that they are white for harvest already. He
who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit to
eternal life; that both he who sows and he who
reaps may rejoice together” (John 4:35-36).

• How does the Holy
Spirit help you bear
fruit?
• God changes us the most
as we are involved in his

✦

mission of reconcilation.

“For we are his [God’s] workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared before that we would walk in
them” (Eph 2:10).

What does it mean to
make disciples?
• Do you joyfully exercise
the privilege, power, and
authority you have in
Jesus?
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1 John 5:1-5

Overcome
Here are a few of several statements where Jesus foretells of
difficult times especially at the end of this age for many who
follow him yet he is sufficient to carry them through:

“If the world hates you, you know that it has hated
me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the
world would love its own. But because you are not
of the world, since I chose you out of the world,
therefore the world hates you” (John 16:18-19).
“In the world you will have tribulation. But take
heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33 ESV).
“You will be handed over even by parents, brothers,
relatives, and friends. They will cause some of you
to be put to death. You will be hated by all men for
my name’s sake. And not a hair of your head will
perish. By your endurance you will win your
lives” (Luke 21:16-19).

• Jesus overcame Satan,
sin, and death to
became the savior of the
world. In what ways
does his overcoming
impact how you live?

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and
the End. I will give freely to him who is thirsty from
the spring of the water of life. He who overcomes, I
will give him these things. I will be his God, and he
will be my son” (Rev 21:6-7).

• In a vision to the apostle,
John, Jesus stresses the
need to overcome (see
Revelation chapters 2
and 3). Why is that?
• What value do you see

✦

in suffering for Christ?

“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you fall into various
temptations, knowing that the testing of your faith produces
endurance. Let endurance have its perfect work, that you may be
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing…Blessed is the man who
endures temptation, for when he has been approved, he will receive
the crown of life, which the Lord promised to those who love
him” (Jas 1:2-4, 12).

• How should you handle
rejection and persecution from others?
• Can you rest in the
assurance that God
Almighty will care for,
protect, and deliver you?
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1 Thessalonians 5:1-8

After Jesus died and rose again to save the world he told his
disciples he would ascend to heaven but return later at the
distressing end of the age to gather his believers, judge
unbelievers, vanquish evil, and consummate his kingdom:

Watch and Work Expecting Jesus’ Return

“In my Father’s house are many homes. If it weren’t
so, I would have told you. I am going to prepare a
place for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again, and will receive you to myself; that
where I am, you may be there also” (John 14:2-3).
“There will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars; and
on the earth anxiety of nations, in perplexity for the
roaring of the sea and the waves; men fainting for
fear, and for expectation of the things which are
coming on the world: for the powers of the heavens
will be shaken. Then they will see the Son of Man
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. But
when these things begin to happen, look up, and lift
up your heads, because your redemption is near…
Therefore be watchful all the time, praying that you
may be counted worthy to escape all these things
that will happen, and to stand before the Son of
Man” (Luke 21:25-28, 36).

• How can you be
watchful, prepared,
faithful, and fruitful until
Jesus returns?
• As you look forward also

“Therefore also be ready, for in an hour that you
don’t expect, the Son of Man will come. Who then is
the faithful and wise servant, whom his lord has set
over his household, to give them their food in due
season? Blessed is that servant whom his lord finds
doing so when he comes. Most certainly I tell you
that he will set him over all that he has” (Matt 24:44-47).

look back. In what ways
do you regularly recall
all Jesus has done for
you?
• When times are difficult
how can you remain
joyful, hopeful, and

✦

trusting in Christ?

“And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for
you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in
all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every
good work and increasing in the knowledge of God”
(Col 1:9-10 ESV).

• What you do now is
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preparing you to reign
with Jesus for eternity.
Are you making the most
of opportunities?
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Conclusion
God is calling you to himself—into a deeper love and understanding of him. He wants you to
reign with him for eternity. Don’t ignore his call by living for yourself. “Draw near to God and he will
draw near to you” (Jas 4:8). As you respond he leads you through experiences which mold you into
the likeness of Jesus and which draw other people into a deepening relationship with him. That is true
life—abundant, unending kingdom life, full of joy and purpose.
What does God have next for you? He is always working on maturing you, refining you,
training you to carry out his will and kingdom plan. Keep growing in Christ. Be faithful, available and
teachable. He wants to use you for more than you now realize. His plan for the Messiah exceeded
everyone’s understanding. “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes
of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel? I will also give you as a light to the nations, that you
may be my salvation to the end of the earth” (Isa 49:6). He has had something more in mind for so
many who have gone before you. God called ordinary Abraham from a pagan land to father the
Hebrew nation and bless the whole world. He anointed David, a shepherd, to become king. He raised
up an orphan girl, Esther, to become queen in a foreign land to save the Jews. He expanded the
ministry of Isaiah and Ezekiel from priests to prophets. He chose Jeremiah from conception to speak
for him through few would listen. He exalted Joseph and Daniel from exile to world leaders. He sent
Nehemiah and Ezra to rebuild a broken city, a broken temple, and a broken people. He entrusted
Mary and Joseph with the birth and raising of Jesus. He transformed Paul from a church persecutor
to a church planter. He retrained Peter, Andrew, James, and John from fishermen to fishers of men. I
praise God in advance for all I know he is going to do in and through you. Like Paul in writing to the
Christians at Philippi, “I thank my God whenever I remember you, always in every request of mine
on behalf of you all making my requests with joy, for your partnership in furtherance of the Good
News from the first day until now; being confident of this very thing, that he who began a good work
in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil 1:3-6).
“So then, my beloved, even as you have always obeyed, not only in my presence, but now
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God who
works in you both to will and to work, for his good pleasure. Do all things without murmurings and
disputes, that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without defect in the middle
of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you are seen as lights in the world, holding up
the word of life” (Phil 2:12-16).
“You were made alive when you were dead in transgressions and sins, in which you once
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit
who now works in the children of disobedience; among whom we also all once lived in the lust of our
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flesh, doing the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the
rest. But God, being rich in mercy, for his great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead
through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised
us up with him, and made us to sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to
come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus; for by
grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works,
that no one would boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared before that we would walk in them” (Eph 2:1-10).
By God’s grace and power live and shine for Jesus to his glory. Though you will be challenged,
continue to trust and obey. God will care and provide for you as he did for Jacob, also known as
Israel. “But now Yahweh who created you, Jacob, and he who formed you, Israel says: ‘Don’t be afraid,
for I have redeemed you. I have called you by your name. You are mine. When you pass through the
waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they will not overflow you. When you walk through
the fire, you will not be burned, and flame will not scorch you. For I am Yahweh your God, the Holy
One of Israel, your Savior’” (Isa 43:1-2). In view of God’s grace and faithfulness, answer his call each
day to die to yourself and live so others can know God. Find your joy in being with him, being like
him, and doing what he does.
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Bible Book Abbreviations
Old Testament

New Testament

Genesis

Gen

Hosea

Hos

Matthew

Matt

Exodus

Exod

Joel

Joel

Mark

Mark

Amos

Amos

Luke

Luke

Leviticus

Lev

Numbers

Num

Obadiah

Obad

John

John

Deuteronomy

Deut

Jonah

Jonah

Acts

Acts

Joshua

Josh

Micah

Mic

Romans

Rom

Judges

Judg

Nahum

Nah

1 Corinthians

1Cor

Ruth

Ruth

Habakkuk

Hab

2 Corinthians

2Cor

1 Samuel

1Sam

Zephaniah

Zeph

Galatians

Gal

2 Samuel

2Sam

Haggai

Hag

Ephesians

Eph

1 Kings

1Kgs

Zechariah

Zech

Philippians

Phil

2 Kings

2Kgs

Malachi

Mal

Colossians

Col

1 Chronicles

1Chr

1 Thessalonians

1Thess

2 Chronicles

2Chr

2 Thessalonians

2Thess

Ezra

Ezra

1 Timothy

1Tim

Nehemiah

Neh

2 Timothy

2Tim

Esther

Esth

Titus

Titus

Job

Job

Philemon

Phlm

Psalms

Ps

Hebrews

Heb

Proverbs

Prov

James

Jas

Ecclesiastes

Eccl

1 Peter

1Pet

Song of Songs

Song

2 Peter

2Pet

Isaiah

Isa

1 John

1John

Jeremiah

Jer

2 John

2John

Lamentations

Lam

3 John

3John

Ezekiel

Ezek

Jude

Jude

Daniel

Dan

Revelation

Rev

Hopefully you have found this book beneficial. We also have a few other resources that we have
developed to help you to know Christ, grow more like him and go in his name to reach others. You
can find out more about them at the Light Runner website, http://www.lightrunner.org. Also on our
site are a collection of third party resources addressing a range of topics like apologetics, bible study,
prayer, spiritual warfare, and world missions.

Light Runner Ministries is an evangelical Christian group dedicated to glorifying God by challenging
and equipping people, especially youth and young adults, to joyfully grow in him and carry the light,
truth, and love of Jesus to the world.
We develop dynamic resources that help people follow Jesus and aid them in teaching others
how to follow him. A prime example of this is the Footsteps School of Discipleship, a flexible, adaptable
turnkey program that believers can implement one-on-one or in small groups. We pray that others
will experience the reality of loving and living with Jesus in his kingdom and pass it on. For more
information visit our web site, http://www.lightrunner.org.
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